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On the Influence of Western Region Cultures
on Chinese Lantern Festival

YU Xiu-hong
(School of Literature, Nanjing N orm al University , Jiangsu, N anjing, 210093)

Abstract Western Region cultures played an important role in forming and developing the customs of putting up lanterns dur—
ing Chinese Lantern Festival- The introduction of plays from Western Region is the premise of the formation of lantern cus—
toms, the lighting of lanterns to respect Buddha by Emperor Yang in the Sui Dynasty is the true cause for the formation of

lantern customs, and the lantern rotations from Western Region promote the development of the lantern customs.

Key Words Western Region; Lantern Customs; Influence
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On the Place Name Yuli and Rouran

LI Shu-hui
(Institute of History, Xinjiang Academy of Social Sciences, Xinjiang, Urumqi, 830011)

Abstract The place name Yuli came from the tribe name of (J)ye gir and Rouran was the ally of different tiibes or a differ—
ent phonetic translation of the tribe (J) ye gir- When Emperor Xuan was in reign in the West Han Dynasty, this tribe migrat—
ed to Yanjiand Yuli. Relative stable social environm ent laid foundation for the development of this tribe. Under the influence
of the advanced Han culture in making iron farming tools and war weapons, their relevant institution cultures and the native
Indo-European peoples in the Tarim Basin, this tribe developed very fast, which was why this tribe rose up in power after the
Han Dynasty. This tribe was the earliest to believe in Buddhism in the Turkic tribes and used the reign title borrowed from
the Han people. This indicates that, though far away in the Western Region, this tribe was greatly influenced by the Han cul-
ture.

Key Words (])y# gir; Yulii Rouran; Wugus tribe



